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own time Morris contended that the drabness of capitalism is its
chief condemnation. Hitler has now shown that people will go
without butter if you give them circuses. Morris was a sound
social psychologist in believing that a Socialist programme cannot
afford to neglect the fact that people want their lives to he
picturesque, and he was a sound biologist in believing that we
could mate Britain so beautiful that people would not feel the
itch to travel. On the other hand, Miss Ellen^Wilkinson is not a
sound biologist or a shrewd social psychologist when she expresses
surprise and anger because German women respond to Hitler's
promise of home and husband. Hpme and family may be an
intolerable imposition for the few gifted women who are capable
of being first-rate doctors, lawyers, journalists, scientists, or artists.
For most women it is not so. The majority of women, like the
majority of men, would never be capable of being first-rate
doctors, lawyers, journalists, scientists, or artists in any society
we can imagine. Home life under almost any conditions offers
more scope for initiative than the privilege of strap-hanging in
one of the London Passenger Transport Board's amenities to the
daily exhilarations of commercial typing and the thrills of lunch
in a Lyons teashop.

While the urban-rural fertility differential directs attention to
many features of town life which are inimical to parenthood, it
is not a sufficient basis for a survival policy. To arrest the decline
of a population at any appropriate level it may be necessary to
apply simultaneously a very large number of expedients each of
which would of itself have very little influence. Incentives which
would reinstate a survival minimum among women with no
outstanding talents for specialized work might have no effect on
the average fertility of women who prefer to exercise gifts more
specialized than the care of young children calls for. An effective
population policy might in fact embrace features' designed to
furnish a more congenial setting for family life and devices for
relieving parents of the burdens which family life imposes. Among
other circumstances climate will play a large part in deciding
what population policy is best fitted to local circumstances. In